
Amphibians and Reptiles of the Midwest

Common Name Scientific Name Distribution Across Habitat Type
Midwestern States

American Toad Bufo americanus X X X X X X X X X X X X P P P P P P P P
Great Plains Toad Bufo cognatus X X X X X X X P P S
Green Toad Bufo debilis X P
Fowler’s Toad Bufo fowleri X X X X X X P P P
Canadian Toad Bufo hemiophrys X X X P P P
Red-spotted Toad Bufo punctatus X P P
Woodhouse’s Toad Bufo woodhousii X X X X X X P P P
Cricket Frog Acris crepitans X X X X X X X X X X X P P P P P
Bird-voiced Treefrog Hyla avivoca X X P P P
Green Treefrog Hyla cinerea X X P P
Gray Treefrog Hyla versicolor/chrysoscelis X X X X X X X X X X X X P P P
Mountain Chorus Frog Pseudacris brachyphona X P P P
Spotted Chorus Frog Pseudacris clarkii X P
Spring Peeper Pseudacris crucifer X X X X X X X X X P P P
Strecker’s Chorus Frog Pseudacris streckeri X X X P P P
Western Chorus Frog Pseudacris triseriata triseriata X X X X X X X X X X X X P P S
Upland Chorus Frog Pseudacris triseriata feriarum X X X P P P
Boreal Chorus Frog Pseudacris triseriata maculata X X X X X X X P P P P
Eastern Narrowmouth Toad Gastrophryne carolinensis X X X P P P
Great Plains Narrowmouth Toad Gastrophryne olivacea X X X P P
Eastern Spadefoot Scaphiopus h. holbrookii X X X X P P S
Plains Spadefoot Spea bombifrons X X X X X X P P S
Crawfish Frog Rana areolata X X X X X P P P P
Plains Leopard Frog Rana blairi X X X X X X X P P P S
Bullfrog Rana catesbeiana X X X X X X X X X X X P P P P S S S
Green Frog Rana clamitans melanota X X X X X X X X X P P P P S S
Pickerel Frog Rana palustris X X X X X X X X X P P P P P
Northern Leopard Frog Rana pipiens X X X X X X X X X X X P P P P
Mink Frog Rana septentrionalis X X X P P P P
Southern Leopard Frog Rana utricularia X X X X X X P P P S S
Wood Frog Rana sylvatica X X X X X X X X X P P
Ringed Salamander Ambystoma annulatum X P P P
Streamside Salamander Ambystoma barbouri X X P P
Jefferson Salamander Ambystoma jeffersonianum X X X P P P
Blue-spotted Salamander Ambystoma laterale X X X X X X X P P P P
Spotted Salamander Ambystoma maculatum X X X X X X X P P P
Marbled Salamander Ambystoma opacum X X X X X P P P
Mole Salamander Ambystoma talpoideum X X P P P
Smallmouth Salamander Ambystoma texanum X X X X X X X X P P P P S
Tiger Salamander Ambystoma tigrinum X X X X X X X X X X X X P P P P P
Three-toed Amphiuma Amphiuma tridactylum X P P
Eastern Hellbender Cryptobranchus a. 

alleganiensis X X X X P
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AMPHIBIANS

The following table is a list of all species currently recognized for the Midwest. Subspecies are not indicated except in those cases
where habitat needs are distinctly different. The states shown are those currently included in the Midwest region of PARC. 
X = Present in that state, P = Primary habitat for that species, S = Secondary habitat.
Note: We extend this approach to agricultural and urban “habitats.” In these degraded areas, “P” implies that populations of those
species are able to persist fairly well in remnant “natural” habitats within the degraded matrix, and “S” implies a more limited 
capacity to do so.
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Amphibians and Reptiles of the Midwest

Green Salamander Aneides aeneus X X P P
Dusky Salamander Desmognathus fuscus X X X P S
Mountain Dusky Salamander Desmognathus ochrophaeus X P S
Northern Two-lined Salamander Eurycea bislineata X P S
Southern Two-lined Salamander Eurycea cirrigera X X X P S
Long-tailed Salamander Eurycea longicauda X X X X X P S
Cave Salamander Eurycea lucifuga X X X X X P P S
Many-ribbed Salamander Eurycea multiplicata X X P S
Oklahoma Salamander Eurycea  tynerensis X P P S
Northern Spring Salamander Gyrinophilus p. porphyriticus X P P S
Four-toed Salamander Hemidactylium scutatum X X X X X X X P P P
Ozark Zigzag Salamander Plethodon angusticlavius 

(dorsalis) X P
Redback Salamander Plethodon cinereus X X X X X X P
Northern Zigzag Salamander Plethodon d. dorsalis X X X P
Northern Ravine Salamander Plethodon electromorphus

(richmondi) X X P
Slimy Salamander Plethodon glutinosus X X X P
Southern Redback Salamander Plethodon serratus X P
Wehrle’s Salamander Plethodon wehrlei X P
Midland Mud Salamander Pseudotriton montanus 

diastictus X P P S
Northern Red Salamander Pseudotriton r. ruber X X P S
Grotto Salamander Typhlotriton spelaeus X X P
Mudpuppy Necturus maculosus X X X X X X X X X X X P P
Eastern Newt Notophthalmus viridescens X X X X X X X X X P P P
Lesser Siren Siren intermedia X X X X P P

Common Name Scientific Name Distribution Across Habitat Type
Midwestern States
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Amphibians and Reptiles of the Midwest

Snapping Turtle Chelydra serpentina X X X X X X X X X X X X P P P P S P S
Alligator Snapping Turtle Macroclemys temminckii X ? X X X P
Smooth Softshell Apalone mutica X X X X X X X X X X X P P
Spiny Softshell Apalone spinifera X X X X X X X X X X X P P P
Yellow and Illinois Mud Turtle Kinosternon flavescens X X X X X P P P
Eastern and Mississippi 
Mud Turtle Kinosternon subrubrum X X X P P P P P S
Common Musk Turtle Sternotherus odoratus X X X X X X X X P P P P P
Painted Turtle Chrysemys picta X X X X X X X X X X X X P P P P S P S
Spotted Turtle Clemmys guttata X X X X P P P P S P
Wood Turtle Clemmys insculpta X X X X P P S S P
Western Chicken Turtle Deirochelys reticularia miaria X P P P S
Blanding’s Turtle Emydoidea blandingii X X X X X X X X X X P P P P S P
Common Map Turtle Graptemys geographica X X X X X X X X X P P P
Mississippi Map Turtle Graptemys kohnii X X X X P
Ouachita Map Turtle Graptemys ouachitensis X X X X X X X X P P
False Map Turtle Graptemys pseudogeographica X X X X X X X X X X X P P
River Cooter Pseudemys concinna X X X X X P P
Box Turtle Terrapene carolina X X X X X X P P S S
Ornate Box Turtle Terrapene o. ornata X X X X X X X X P P P S
Red-eared Slider Trachemys scripta elegans X X X X X X P P P S P S
Collared Lizard Crotaphytus collaris X X P P
Lesser Earless Lizards Holbrookia maculata X X X P P P
Texas Horned Lizard Phrynosoma cornutum X X P P
Short-horned Lizard Phrynosoma douglassii X X X P
Italian Wall Lizard Podarcis sicula X P
Common Wall Lizard Podarcis muralis X P
Northern Fence Lizard Sceloporus undulatus 

hyacinthinus X X X X X P P P P
Northern Prairie Lizard Sceloporus undulatus garmani X X X P P P
Sagebrush Lizard Sceloporus graciosus X X P P P
Racerunner Cnemidophorus sexlineatus X X X X X X X X X P P P
Coal Skink Eumeces anthracinus X X X P P P
Five-lined Skink Eumeces fasciatus X X X X X X X X X X P P P S
Broadhead Skink Eumeces laticeps X X X X X P P P S
Many-lined Skink Eumeces multivirgatus X X P S
Great Plains Skink Eumeces obsoletus X X X X P
Prairie Skink Eumeces septentrionalis X X X X X X X P P S
Ground Skink Scincella lateralis X X X X X P P
Western Slender Glass Lizard Ophisaurus a. attenuatus X X X X X X X P P
Texas Blind Snake Leptotyphlops dulcis X P P
Glossy Snake Arizona elegans X X P P
Worm Snake Carphophis amoenus X X X P P P
Western Worm Snake Carphophis  vermis X X X X X X P P P
Northern Scarlet Snake Cemophora coccinea copei X X X P P
Kirtland’s Snake Clonophis kirtlandii X X X X X P P P
Racer Coluber constrictor X X X X X X X X X X X X P P P P
Ringneck Snake Diadophis punctatus X X X X X X X X X X X P P P
Great Plains Rat Snake Elaphe guttata emoryi X X X X P P P P

Common Name Scientific Name Distribution Across Habitat Type
Midwestern States
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Amphibians and Reptiles of the Midwest

Rat Snake Elaphe obsoleta X X X X X X X X X X P P P P P S
Eastern Fox Snake Elaphe vulpina gloydi X X P P P P P
Western Fox Snake Elaphe vulpina vulpina X X X X X X X X X P P P P P
Mud Snake Farancia abacura X X P P P
Western Hognose Snake Heterodon nasicus X X X X X X X X P P P
Eastern Hognose Snake Heterodon platirhinos X X X X X X X X X X X P P P P
Texas Night Snake Hypsiglena torquata X P P
Prairie Kingsnake Lampropeltis calligaster X X X X X X P P
“Common” Kingsnake Lampropeltis getula X X X X X X X P P P P
Milk Snake Lampropeltis triangulum X X X X X X X X X X X P P P P S
Smooth Green Snake Liochlorophis vernalis X X X X X X X X X X X P P
Coachwhip Masticophis flagellum X X X X P P
Green Water Snake Nerodia cyclopion X X P P P P P
Plain-bellied Water Snake Nerodia erythrogaster X X X X X X X P P P P P P
Southern Water Snake Nerodia fasciata X X P P P P
Diamondback Water Snake Nerodia rhombifer X X X X X P P P P P
Northern/Midland Water Snake Nerodia sipedon X X X X X X X X X X X P P P
Lake Erie Water Snake Nerodia sipedon insularum X P P P
Rough Green Snake Opheodrys aestivus X X X X X P P P P
Bullsnake Pituophis melanoleucus X X X X X X X X X X P P P
Graham’s Crayfish Snake Regina grahamii X X X X X P
Queen Snake Regina septemvittata X X X X X X P P P
Texas Longnose Rhinocheilus lecontei X P
Ground Snake Sonora semiannulata X X P P
Brown Snake Storeria dekayi X X X X X X X X X X X P P P P P P
Redbelly Snake Storeria occipitomaculata X X X X X X X X X X X X P P P P P P
Southeastern Crowned Snake Tantilla coronata X P P P
Flathead Snake Tantilla gracilis X X X P P
Plains Blackhead Snake Tantilla nigriceps X X P
Butler’s Garter Snake Thamnophis butleri X X X X P P
Wandering Garter Snake Thamnophis elegans X X P P
Checkered Garter Snake Thamnophis marcianus X P P
Western Ribbon Snake Thamnophis proximus X X X X X X X S P P P
Plains Garter Snake Thamnophis radix X X X X X X X X X X X P P P
Ribbon Snake Thamnophis sauritus X X X X X P P P P P
Garter Snake Thamnophis sirtalis X X X X X X X X X X X X P P P P P P P P
Lined Snake Tropidoclonion lineatum X X X X X X X P
Rough Earth Snake Virginia striatula X X P
Smooth Earth Snake Virginia valeriae X X X X X X P P P
Copperhead Agkistrodon contortrix X X X X X X X P P P P P
Cottonmouth Agkistrodon piscivorus X X X X P P P S P
Timber Rattlesnake Crotalus horridus X X X X X X X X X P P P S P
Prairie Rattlesnake Crotalus viridis X X X X X P P
Massasauga Rattlesnake Sistrurus catenatus X X X X X X X X X X P P P P P P
Pigmy Rattlesnake Sistrurus miliarius X P P P P

Common Name Scientific Name Distribution Across Habitat Type
Midwestern States

Il
lin

oi
s

In
di

an
a

Io
w

a
K

an
sa

s
M

ic
hi

ga
n

M
in

ne
so

ta
M

is
so

ur
i

N
eb

ra
sk

a
N

or
th

 D
ak

ot
a

O
hi

o
So

ut
h 

D
ak

ot
a

W
is

co
ns

in

E
ph

em
er

al
W

et
la

nd
s

P
er

m
an

en
t

W
et

la
nd

s
R

iv
er

s 
an

d
St

re
am

s
F

or
es

ts
G

ra
ss

la
nd

s
an

d 
Sa

va
nn

as
C

av
es

 a
nd

Sp
ri

ng
s

E
xp

os
ed

 R
oc

k
an

d 
Sa

nd
A

gr
ic

ul
tu

ra
l

A
re

as
U

rb
an

 A
re

as

REPTILES

Habitat Management Guidelines for Amphibians and Reptiles of the Midwest


